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Life through the eyes of a
Docklands twenty-something

EING a movie-and-

Nandos kind of girl

instead of a fine-
wine-and-dine one, I have
not encountered “The Velvet
Rope” syndrome until very

recently.

This syndrome that I speak of
refers to the practice of excluding
people at events/bars/clubs due to
their status/importance or lack there-
of.

As I writer (dahling), I have done a
lot more air kissing and schmoozing
over the past year than in all the
twenty-three years that preceded it.
Whilst we all have a need to feel
special, the elitist approach taken by
many event organizers leaves me
feeling uncomfortable.

I understand that if an establish-
ment wants to uphold a reputation, it
cannot let all and sundry inside its
doors but I have attended events
where my personal guests (who were
dressed better than me!) were not let
into the “exclusive” area simply
because they did not work in media.
Those marked as important enough
sat a few feet away, sipping compli-
mentary drinks and generally acting
too cool for school.

It all struck me as a little petty; if
you are important, you get to con-
sume your drinks in the special area
whilst the masses are left to fester in
the cesspit that is...erm, the other
side of the rope.

It is a syndrome that affects a large
group of Londoners.

There are websites devoted to get-
ting people on THE guestlist whilst
fashion magazines feature tips on
how to “blag it”. What is this obses-
sion with exclusivity?

I personally have more fun in a
crowd of real people than one full of
people who need a gold band on
their wrists to believe that they are
important.

Kia Abdullah is a 24-year-old
author from Limehouse.

Her first novel, Life, Love and
Assimilation, was a huge success
and she has already embarked on
her second book, a crime thriller.
Send your comments to
kia.abdullah@gmail.com

Dockiands 80h00| IlI‘O\IBS
state system does work

By BEN WELCH
docknews@archant.co.uk

EARLY two months

after former educa-

tion secretary Ruth
Kelly pulled her son out of a
Docklands state school
because she wanted “to do
the right thing” for her
autistic son, another one
nearby has been commended
for the quality of its teaching
for children with special
needs.

The Phoenix school in Bow, which

caters for children with autism, has
been granted ‘special status’ by the

Government for the innovative way it
sets about boosting children’s ability

DID YOU KNOW..

named Rook.

and photography gallery.

THE SS Robin moored in West India Quay is the world’s
oldest complete steam coaster, dating back to 1890.

It was built in Orchard House Yard, Bow Creek and
launched alongside an identical steam coaster which was

The SS Robin is currently used as an education venue

to communicate and interact.

Ms Kelly, pictured right, was heavi-
ly criticised for removing her son
from a state school in her home bor-

ough of Tower Hamlets, and sending
him to Bruern Abbey School in
Chesterton, Oxfordshire, that caters
for boys aged 7-13 with dyslexia, and
costs £15,000 a year.

Amidst the controversy, Tower
Hamlets, which has six state special
needs schools plus a support centre,
said it provided “a first class service
for the borough's children” and is
confident that its schools are “well
resourced”, providing “high quality
education for all learners, including
those with special needs."

And the recent success of the
Phoenix School, for pupils aged 3-16,
supports this claim. The school is one
of only 15 special schools just given
special status by the Department for
Education and Science.

Among techniques used by the
school are a water therapy area and
fully equipped sensory studio.

Children are encouraged to take
part in a wide range of school-based
and outside activities — including
music therapy, yoga, dance therapy,
riding and swimming.

The special status will enable the
school to build a new arts studio and
develop its work-related curriculum —

intended to give students skills stand-
ing them in good stead when they
leave school. This will include a cafe
run for, and by, the students — and
horticultural training.

The school will also be working
closely with the local community to
increase awareness of autism.

Commenting on Phoenix’s new sta-
tus, Tower Hamlets lead member for
children’s services, counciilor Helal
Abbas, said: “It is excellent news that
the exciting work taking place at this
school has been recognised in this
way.

“Our special schools are among the
best in the country — and I'd like to
congratulate staff and students alike
for the hard work they put in day-in
and day-out.”

He added “Receiving special status
will enable Phoenix to build on the
significant strides the school has
made over recent years — and help the
children fulfil their potential.”
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Full + Part-time available

8am-6.30pm

98 Prestons Road, Cnr Wood Wharf Business Park, E14
By the R Bridge. 3 min drive Canary Wharf.

020 7537 7776

Registered bv Tower Hamlets Council

Bushytaﬂs #

) privat Day Nursey,
Birth to 5 years 2
Vacancies available for your child
We provide friendly welcoming atmosphere where children can thrive.
Lots of fresh air in our open spaces.
Three hot meals served. Everything included.
Emergency cover provided.
COMING SOON: In house shuttle service to & from
Canary Wharf & surrounding areas.
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South Quay Eye Clinic

www.jonasopticians.com

Contact Lens Centre

Are you paying
to much for your
lenses ?

We can beat
any price..!!
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Free one month trial lenses with this advert
clear vision for less

020 7001 7888

South Quay Eye Clinic  Unit 2 Blake House
Admirals Way, Canary Wharf London E14 9UJ

Monthly
disposables
from £5 p/m
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